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Welfare Reform & Anti-Poverty Update

The Welfare Reform and Anti-Poverty Cabinet Member Reference Group met on 16 
December 2021.  The following updates were received:

Updates from the Welfare Reform & Anti-Poverty Steering Group
Officers from Public Health provided an update from the Partnership Steering Group meeting 
held 17 November 2021.  Increased demand for food and services was discussed and 
feedback was received following the partnership event “Child Poverty in Sefton:  Unlocking 
Potential” that took place on 12 October 2021.  

Discussion also took place regarding client demographics and their differing needs, 
particularly for single males.  Further intelligence is being collated on this issue.

Community Pantry
Cabinet Members received an update regarding the community pantry model in Sefton.  It 
was reported that a task and finish group has been established in collaboration with partners 
to map community pantry provision across the borough, identify gaps and share learning.

Poverty Emergency & Childhood Poverty in Sefton
Officers from Public Health presented an initial draft of the Sefton Child Poverty Strategy 
which has been informed by recent consultation and engagement activities.  Further 
engagement and engagement is planned to take place and feedback will inform the 
development of the strategy. 

It was agreed that the strategy should follow a 5-year review cycle, recognising that some 
outcomes will run beyond the review period and that there will be outcomes that will be 
beyond the control of the Council.  

Cabinet Members recommended that:
 The strategy is accompanied by an executive summary.
 Examples of good practice from across the country should be included as part of a 

toolkit.  
 A manifesto approach be adopted with an ‘Anti-Poverty Charter for Sefton’ that 

individuals and organisations can commit to.
 Opportunities for peer review are explored.

Holiday Activity Fund and Summer Food Programme 
Officers from Communities provided an update regarding holiday activities planned for the 
Christmas school holidays utilising Department for Education (DfE) funding.  It was reported 
that 19 providers will be supporting the Christmas programme with 702 pupils being 
supported through face to face activities and 902 activity packs being distributed which 
include food vouchers.  

It was reported that 519 pupils attending schools outside of the borough have been funded 
for free school meals.  Approval has been granted to fund free school meals for pupils 
attending schools in Sefton from Liverpool.  



ELAS
Cabinet Members received an update on ELAS performance for the Council’s local welfare 
support scheme up to 5 December 2021.  It was reported that 5,115 applications have been 
received and processed up to 5 December 2021 with 3,404 awards.

The average number of applications being received is currently at 240 per week compared 
to 150 applications being received in October.  This increase is consistent with pre-2020 
trends.

Officers from Corporate Resources confirmed that there will be staff cover for 2 days of the 
Council’s winter shut-down period and that work is taking place with the contact centre to 
ensure that emergency food parcels are available throughout the shut-down period.

Healthy Child Voucher Programme
Cabinet Members received an update report outlining current uptake on the healthy child 
voucher programme in Sefton and national changes to move to a digital only offer which will 
be implemented nationally from Spring 2022.

Uptake of the programme by eligible families in Sefton is currently reported at 55%.  An 
aspirational target of 77% was discussed for the next 1-2 years following the roll-out of 
training and awareness raising for staff which is planned to commence early 2022.  A 
national campaign will also be taking place during Spring 2022.

Officers also provided an update regarding the multi-vitamin programme which is a universal 
offer in Sefton.  

Strategic Branding and Marketing
Cabinet Members received a demonstration of an online resource “Sefton Support Hub” 
which has been developed as a single resource to provide information of how to access 
support.  This resource has been designed to complement and align to the Sefton Directory 
and other existing resources and will be updated to reflect known seasonal changes in 
demand for services.

Requests for Action
Cabinet Members requested that a draft report be prepared for Informal Policy Cabinet to 
provide an update of welfare reform & anti-poverty activities in Sefton.


